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Independent Sexual Violence Advisors: Is practice matching expectations?
Feedback from National Seminar, 8@une 2008
Participants

Participants included Service ManagemsldSVAs representing 15 agendi&3 in England and 2 in
Wales)operating Home Office funded ISVA services.

Summary of Recommendations:

e Standardised job descriptions, person specifications and recommendations on pay scales
e National Occupational Standartisked to pay scales
e Awareness campaign throughout all agencies
e Training developed and delivered by sexual violence and abuse sector agency
e Protocols for joint working between IDVAs and ISVAs
e Maintaining separate roles for IDVAs and ISVAs
o Agreed referraprotocols and direct referral route®rmally integrating the ISVA role
e A public awareness campaign targeting attitudes and hiigblighting access to services
e A formalisedISVAnetwork
o0 National ISVA steering group
0 Regional ISVA groups
o Full range of ITrad new media support packages for ISVASVA webpage,-kulletin,
forum
e Including ISVAs dBOLO/SOIT trainimgpuld buildlinks and support good practice
e Training for first response officets ensure appopriate responses and referrals
e Cuidancefrom the Home Officeon how muchinformation to share
e A sector champion or National ISVA Champion, funded by the Home Office
e An awareness day for Ministers and Government Officials

Combined totals for feedback from the ISVA
survey reveal thahalf of ISVAs behe that
practice is matching their expectations for
support for their role as outlined in the Cross
Government Action Plan on Sexual Violence
and Abuse, Tackling Sexual Violence; Guidance
for Local Partnerships; and Police and CPS
Protocol: Achieving Be&vidence. A third
believe their role is not supported and 16% are
unsure of support.
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Independent Sexual Violence Advisagds Practice Matching Expectations?

The format for the Seminar was based around a presentation on the policy conteXte rolds set
against followed by focugroup discussions addressifige key headings:

1. Is practice matching expectations?
2. What is not working?

3. What is working well?

4. Developing the ISVA role

5. Taking ISVA work into 2009

In addition participants were invited tmlentify issues they wished to be addressed during the course of
the seminarwhich producedhe following list:

e Uniformity in practice

e Sharing positives

e How ISVAs have accessed services
e Transition from IDVA to ISVA

e Sharing intelligence

e FacebooHT ¢ impact of new media on patterns of sexual exploitation
e ISVA networking

o Pay scales

e Funding

e Evaluation of ISVAs

e Training issues

Gowernment Policy Context
The Seminar focused on the three main policy documents which make reference to the role of the ISVA:

e TheCross Government Action Plan on Sexual Violence and Abuse (April 2007)
e Tackling Sexual Violence: Guidance for Local Partnerships (June 2006)
e Police and CPS Protoed!chieving Best Evidence CJS (2007)

Cross Government Action Plan on Sexual Violence Ahdse

The Ministerial Foreword to the Action Plan on Sexual Violence and Abuse set out the approach adopted
towards tackling sexual violence and abuse as follows:

G¢KS 10GA2y tftly 2y {SEdadft +A2fSy0S FyR tenzaS AyC
reflecting the wideranging implications of these crimes. As members of the idégrartmental Ministerial

Group on Sexual Offending, we are committed to working with our delivery partners and stakeholders to
SyadNB G(KS LI FyQaySTHSRIUAKS OYUMNBESgHI K8 O2YAy3 &

With specific reference to advocacy and support, the Action Plan states that the Home Office funded
evaluation of Sexual Assault Referral Centres published in 2003 fourftbxitde support and advocacy
providedbyl KS & dzLJLJ2 NI 62NJ SNJ G {G alNBQAa {!w/ 3> al yOKSa
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SARC can offer. Clients welcomed the {active contact and support and this was associated with
reduced withdrawals from Criminal Justice System processes.

The Ation Plan further identifies voluntary and community sector organisations as a crucial source-of long
term counselling and support for victims of recent and historical sexual violence and childhood sexual
I 6dza So G ¢ K S 3h8nd BxNRiemt@iT KAAIEI ATYASNR Gy SSRa YR K2g (KS3
+2fdzyGF N aSOG2NJ AaSNBAOSa alF NS ONHzOALFE (2 GKS RSt A
sexual abuse.The expertise and knowledge of the sector should be drawn upon in theedepment of

20t AGNIGS3IASE YR FOGAZ2Y LIXIFyaso
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The Implementation Guid&d 2 NJ 4§ KS | QlA2y tfly TFdzNIKSNI adlisSa a!fti
all organisations operate the same services, the purpose of including them in this guide is rtatellthss

kinds of activities that the sector can do to contribute to the action plan objectives. Due to significant
financial restraints in this specialist sectadditional resources should ideally be made available locally to

enable organisationstogd i NA 6 dziS (2 GKAAa 62NJ Pé

Implementation Guide- Partnerships and Boards (CDRPs/CSPs)

Support for ISVA work from Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnerships

Haveyour local CDRP helped to ensure that agencies within the LCJB
are aware of and engage with the ISVA?
9 YES
Do your local CDRP support the role of the ISVA?
Have your local CDRP provided funding to your organisation for the
provision of therapeutic and support services?
Have your local CDRP commissioned training to increase awareness to aNO
agencies?
Have your local CDRP helped you to co-ordinate a local sexual aNO
violence action plan?
Have your local CDRP helped in establishing a local sexual violence aNO
forum?
Have additional resources been made available to you locally?
4] 2 4 6 8 10

Overall,almost a third of the ISVAs felt thitteir CDRIs meeting

16 (18%) o, . H
unsure ' ey the requirements from the @ss Government Action Plan.
resources H H H 1
J— o Although CDRPs are in the majority of cases very supportive of
lackoflecal support the ISVA role, the majority do not commission therapeutic and

resources
and/or CDRP
support

support services or commission training and have not supported
a local sexual violence forum or coiburited to a local sexual
violence action plan.
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Implementation Guideg Sexual Violence Voluntary Sector (provigthese actions are suggestions. The
Voluntary sector are not required to undertake these actions)

13 ¥ES
Does your arganisation provide ISVA services? ONO
Do you work in partnership with police and health to 1NO 12 YES
work with or establish a SARC?
f f f 9 YES
Does your organisation provide all of the above 4NO
services to children?
Does your organisation provide all of the above to ONO 13 ¥ES
victims of sexual abuse?
Does your organisation provide counselling, practical ONO 13¥ES
advice, emotional support and advocacy to victims...
Are you commissioned by the local health service of aNO
the CDRP to provide the above service?
O 2 4 6 8 10 12 14

5(8%)

L e Although the Implementation Guidadluded the proviso
T that the Voluntary and Community Sector Actions were not
requirements but were only suggestions, feedback indicates

guidance,

60 (92%)

Voluntary that the sector is meeting 92% of the requirementhe
Sector meeting . . .. .. . .
guidancefor main factor affecting this is provision of services to children

service
provision

Two thirds of ISVindicated that the service is not
commissioned to provide services by the local health
service or CDRP.

Implementation Guideg Police participation and support for ISVAs

Hawve your local police included yvou in the I N e YES
development of their police action plan? 2 UNSURE
13 YES
Do your local police support the role of the ISVA? 1IN
O UNSURE
Have your local police commissioned your 7 YES
organisation to provide training around sexual SNO
! 5 1 UNSURE
violence:
Do your local police contribute to a local sexual 1OYES
violence plan? 3 UNSURE
Do your local police participate in a local sexual 5N 7 YES
violence forum? 1 UNSURE
a 2 4 6 8 10 12 14
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14 (21%)
police no
participating

7(11%)
unsure

45 (68%)
police
participating
and
supporting
ISVA role

Most ISVAs felt thatgdice support fottheir role is goodwith
only one ISVAeporting lack of support. Local police forces
were found to be meeting 68% of their actions under the
Implementation Guide, notably in contributing to the local
sexual violence plan and sexual violence forums. The police
are alsomost active in commissioning training from the

sexual violence and abuse voluntary sector.

Does your local CPS support the role of the ISVA?

Hawve yvour local CPS commissioned any sexual
vioelnce training from your organisation?

Do yvour local CPS contribute to the local sexual
violence action plan?

Do yvour local CPS participate in a local sexual violence

forum?

J s uisURE

o] 2 4 & 8 10 12

Implementation Guide- CPS Participation and support

12 (24%)
unsure of
CPS
support

19 (37%)
CPS not
yet
supporting
ISVAs

20(39%)

p CPS
supporting
ISVA

Less than half of ISVAs felt that CPS patrticipation and support for

their role was meeting the Implementaticdduide actions. 37%
reported that CPS were not actively participating or supporting
their role and a further 24% were unsure of support or
participation from CPSIn terms of the role of the ISVA, this is a
notably weak area so far.

Implementation Guic - Health Service participation and support

Does your local health service commission
counselling and support services for victims of sexual 10NO
violence? UNSURE
R 7YES
Does your local health service support the role of the A NO
ISVA? UNSURE
Have your local health service commissioned any NO
sexual violence training from your organisation? UNSURE
Does your local health service contribute to a local 7 NO
sexual violence action plan? IUNSURE
Does your local health service participate in a local 7T NG
sexual violence forum? UMNSURE
T T 1 1 T 1
O 2 a (53 8 10 12
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9 (14%)
unsure of
health
service
support

16 (25%)
health
service
upportive

40(62%)
lack of
health
service
support

In total, three quarters of the ISVAs reported either a
complete lack of health service support (62%) or were
unsure of health service support (14%).

Two areas specifically highlighted in the Cross Goverhmen
Action Plan on Sexual Violence and Abuse are the expertise
the sexual violence and abuse voluntary sector has in
working with victims of sexual violence and abuse, and their
crucial role in delivering services. These are unfortunately
the two areas \Wmere health services are notably least

supportive, with only one ISVA reping commissionindor
services or training.

One ISVA commented that although the local PCT is her employer, she has no contact or support from
them.

Implementation Guide- Local Athority participation and support

Have your local authority commisssioned
training around sexual violence from your
organisation?

NO

Does your local authority contribute to the

local sexual violence action plan? 5 UNSURE

Does your local authority participate in the
local sexual violence forum?

7MNO

Again, despite acknowledgement of the expertise within the sector, the majority of ISVAs report that their
local authorities are not commissioning training. Only two ISVAs stated that their local authority had
contributed to the local sexual violence action plan and participated in the local sexual violence forum.
Only 5 ISVAs (14%) felt that their local authority was actively supportive of their work.

Implementation Guide- Prison services participation and support

Does your local prison service ensure that support HZ YES
and counselling are available for people in prison who 1

disclose sexual violence?

V2 UNISURE

Hawve your local prison service commissioned any
sexual violence training from your organisation?

Does your local prison service contribute to a local

sexual violence action plan? i3 UNISURE
Does your local prison service participate in the local = NO
sexual violence forum? UNSUR
s
T T T T T T T T
O 1 2 3 < 5 (=) 7 8 9 10
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21 6] 375 prison Only 3 ISVAs reported involvemenith a local prison service, with
S panciation only 1 stating that this included contributing to a local sexual
violence action plan.

services

— 93% of the ISVAs reported either no participation from the prison
participation

from prison service or were unsuref their involvement.

services

Implementation Guide- Probation Service Participation and Support

YES
Does your local court service support the role of
the ISWVA?

Hawve your local probation service commissioned
any sexual violence training from your
organisation?

NO

Does your local probation service contribute to a

) ) 5
local sexual violence action plan? D s UNEURE
YES
Does your local probation service participate in a 7 NO
]
local sexual violence forum UNSUR

All but 1 ISVA reported that their local court service supports
their role. However, only 2 ISVAs noted probation service
involvement in the local sexual violence forumawards the
local sexual violence action plan.

Despite recognised and researched links between sexual
violence and abuse and offending (rsexual) behaviour,
prostitution and drug and alcohol related offences, voluntary
services are not being commissiondprovide training.

Tackling Sexual ViolenagGuidance for Local PartnershigsJune 2006

In March 2006, the Government announced a £2.5 million package to tackle sexual and domestic violence,
YIRS dzLd 2F (62 YIAYy O2YLRYyQIYyD2RI OSY¥YSKG2ZFoKROKE a NB
Guidance identifies the roles of IDVAs and ISVAs and includedigtarhding for SARC3he Guidance for

Local Partnerships recommended that sexual violence could have aal@mel strategy or be included in a

wider strategy to combat violence, stating that CDRPs might consider integrating sexual violence strategies

with a domestic violence strategy. The Guidance states that voluntary groups should be closely involved in

the development and implementation of stiegies.
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