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Introduction  

Conference Organiser - The Survivors Trust  

The Survivors Trust is a national voice representing 125 agencies within the specialist 

voluntary sector, working with survivors of rape, sexual violence and childhood sexual 

abuse. The organisation is recognised by both the Department of Health and the Ho me 

Office.  

We aim to promote good practice, raise awareness of the impact of sexual violence on 
both the individual and society, influence social and health policy, support 
sustainability and encourage information sharing and multi -agency networking at 
national and regional levels.   

 
Services provided by The Survivors Trust are aimed at promoting good practice in 
service delivery, building sustainability and robustness within its member groups 
though: individual mentoring for member groups; producing guide lines for best 
practice in service delivery and training; informing and influencing policy at local, 
regional and national level; collating and disseminating funding information; 
supporting member groups in accessing consultation processes; producing stati stical 
data to reveal the true extent of sexual violence and its impact on the individual and 
society; promoting awareness of the need for effective support and resourcing of 
specialist services throughout the UK; creating a collective national voice; netw orking 
with relevant voluntary and statutory bodies.  
 
Our national conferences offer an important vehicle for raising awareness and 
promoting networking across sectors.    
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Comment from the Chief Executive, The Survivors Trust  

Building on the success of our first national conference held in July 2006, The 
Survivors Trustõs Second National Conference was held on 10th and 11th December 
2007 at the Ramphal Building, University of Warwick.   
 
Our main aim for the conference was to bring together key agencies and individuals to 
focus on the social and health support needs of sexual violence/abuse survivors in an 
increasing climate of change for abuse service provision.   We wanted to challenge 
societyõs myths about sexual violence and abuse and to bring together specialist 
voluntary sector and statutory sector services to explore working in partnership to 
better meet the needs of all victims and survivors.   
 
Feedback from delegates has been extremely positive, and we are confi dent that our 
aims and the expectations of attendees were fully met and exceeded in some 
instances.  
 
The Conference also offered the opportunity to present up -to-date research on 
practice and policy issues for working with victims and survivors of sexual violence 
through keynote presentations and workshops.   Clinical Psychologist Sharon Harvey 
delivered a keynote presentation on her research on how women experience, or have 
experienced, shame and how relevant they feel shame issues are in working with 
issues of childhood abuse.    
 
Keynote speakers also included Vera Baird, QC, MP, Solicitor General; Allison 
Anderson, Sussex Partnership Trust; John Dunworth, Domestic and Sexual Violence 
Unit, Home Office ; and Dave Gee, Consultant to Home Office Violent Cri me Unit.  
 
Practice issues were addressed in a range of specialist workshops covering 
dissociation, holistic approaches to working with survivors, issues for ante -natal and 
midwifery care, working with people with di sabilities.   Please see page 15 for a fu ll 
report of all workshops.   In addition, workshops on funding issues were provided by 
the Home Office, motivational fundraising ideas, and support available to voluntary 
sector services on the Compact through NCVO. 
 
I am grateful to the individuals and o rganisations who contributed an amazing art 
display from The Richmond Fellowship, First Person Plural, SHE and also individual 
pieces presented by Keiron Knights, Rugby RoSA volunteer.   Selections of images are 
included in this Re port at page 11 . 
 
I want to express particular thanks and appreciation  on behalf of The Survivors Trust 

and all involved with the Conference  to Gillian Finch, NEC member of The Survivors 

Trust and Chair of CISõters, and to Bob Balfour, founder of Survivors West Yorkshire, 

for thei r powerful and moving presentation including personal testimonies.   Their 

presentation brought side by side the experiences of a female and male survivor as 
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they ôlived on the edgeõ, both feeling outside the bounds of usual society and 

experiences, and encapsulated the ethos of The Survivors Trustõs core belief, ò that 

the sexual abuse of girls, boys, women and men is preventable and we challenge society to 

ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƛǘǎ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƛǘέ. 

Finally, I want  to thank our Conference Workers, Lizzie Campbell and Abigail Hunt for 

all their hard work over and above the call of duty .  Our Conference Photographer, 

Vicky Maxted-Cheadle, provided us with a wonderful pictorial record of the event.  

Thanks are also well deserved for all our Conference Stewards for their excellent 

assistance, constant cheerfulness and readiness to help in whatever way was needed:  

Brian Underwood ð Rugby RoSA 
Tammy Sharp ð Rugby RoSA 

Kate ð CIS-ters 
Helen ð CISõters 

Jo ð CISõters 
Shelagh ð CISõters 

Jan Sutton - presenter 
Pauline Carruthers ð Hope Project  

 

Fay Maxted, TST Chief Executiv e 
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Attendees  
 
The Conference was attended by: 
 

 Residential delegates: 101 

 Monday day-only delegates: 17 

 Tuesday day-only delegates: 8  
 
The attendees represented the  following:  
 

 Specialist rape or sexual abuse organisation - 83 

 Police ð 13 

 Home Office ð 4 

 NHS - 5 

 Student / University ð 4 

 Affiliated to a non -specialist rape or sexual abuse organisation - 10 

 ISVA - 3 

 Other ð 4 
 
Comments from Delegates included:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

άL ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
join TST as soon as I 
ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪΗέ 

 

ά²ƻǳƭŘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ 
again in future if 
there were more 

delegates, and more 
from CPS and social 

ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎέ 
 

άaƻǊŜ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜΗέ  

 

ά±ŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ Ǌǳƴ - very 
interesting. Would have 
liked to see more input 
ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦέ 

 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 
you all for an 

excellent couple 
of ŘŀȅǎΦέ 

 

ά9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ 
ǾŜƴǳŜέ 

 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎǳŎƘ 
events are 
ƛƴǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜέ 

 

άLƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ 
and interesting. 
Maybe one day 
ōŜǘǘŜǊέ 

 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
have been a sell-out - 

why weren't there more 
ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎΚέ 
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Conference Chair  

Professor Jonathan Montgomery was Chair of the Conference.  Jonathan is Professor of Health 

Care Law at the University of Southampton.   He has strong connections with the National 

Health Service and is Chair of the Hampshire Primary Care Trust and of the Advisory 

Committee on Clinical Excellence Awards. He is a member of the Medical Ethics Committee of 

the British Medical Association and an Honorary Fellow of the Royal College of Paediatrics and 

Child Health. He is a Patron of CISõters.  

 

(L-R) Richard Curen (TST Chair), Jonathan Montgomery  (Conference Chair)  

with Presenter  Sharon Harvey 

 

Keynote speakers   

 

The Survivors Trust was fortunate to be supported by  Ministers, professionals and 

academics from across the sectors who delivered thought provoking and insightful 

presentations and comments on a wide range of issues.   It was vitally important to 

the overall aims o f the Conference that our keynote presentations  included direct 

input from survivors themselves.   The Survivors Trust is very grateful for the personal 

contributions made by all our keynote presenters.  
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Keynote presentations were provided as follows:  

Vera Baird QC MP 
Solicitor General  
 
Vera Baird was appointed Solicitor General by 
Gordon Brown when chose his new Government 
earlier this year. In 2000 she became a QC 
having worked as a criminal barrister mainly at 
the Old Bailey in London. She was elected to 
parliament in 2001 and has been member for 
Redcar since June 2001. Vera was a member of 
the joint committee for human rights 2001 - 
2003, and a member of the select committee for 
work and pensions 2003 - 2005. From May 2005 
until May 2006 she was parliamentary private 
secretary to the h ome secretary, then Charles 
Clarke. She is a Bencher of Gray's Inn and an 
honorary fellow of St Hilda's College, Oxford. 
She was appointed as Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State at the Department for 
Constitutional Affairs on 5 May 2006 and held 
this position until taking on her current role.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
John Dunworth  
òNational Service Standards for Sexual 
Violence and Abuse Servicesó 
 
John is currently the Head of Interpersonal 

Violence at the Home Office where he was 

previously the Head of the Drugs Prevention 

Advisory Team. He has over 12 years 

experience in senior policy making roles, 

working closely with ministers and senior 

politic ians across government sectors and 

departments.  

 

 
 
 

Powerpoint slides from this presentation  can be accessed at the following webpage:  
http://www.thesurvivorstrust.org/info/conferences -and-events.asp  

http://www.thesurvivorstrust.org/info/conferences-and-events.asp

